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The Rt Hon Keir Starmer MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
London
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United Kingdom

1st August 2025
Dear Prime Minister,
NATIONAL INQUIRY INTO GROOMING GANGS

We are writing as a cross-party group of MPs to urge you to put victims and survivors at the
heart of the National Inquiry into Grooming Gangs.

For decades, survivors have spoken out about what happened to them. Many were ignored,
disbelieved, or failed by all levels of the British state. They are now speaking again with the
hope that people will finally listen to their calls. We need to make sure they are heard.

There will be much discussion about the wider terms of reference of this inquiry. But at its
heart, this inquiry must be survivor-led in its design, scope, and delivery.

We are therefore writing to put our support on the record for the following principles:

1. Continued prosecutions: The Grooming Gangs Taskforce made more than 800 arrests last
year alone. These crimes are ongoing and widespread. Prosecutions must therefore continue
in parallel to ensure that more perpetrators are brought to justice.

2. A trusted place for survivors to get justice: Many survivors cannot turn to their local
police force or local authority because those same institutions failed them. There must be an
independent, survivor-trusted mechanism, either within or alongside the inquiry, where
survivors can come forward safely, ideally shaped and supported by survivors themselves.

3. Survivor representation at the heart of the inquiry: There are many survivors who have
been fighting for justice for years. Some have been campaigning for change for over a decade.
They bring a wealth of knowledge that will be vital to the inquiry. They must have formal,
meaningful roles in shaping the inquiry’s work and must not simply be consulted after
decisions have been made.
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